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Highlights from the ART Conference and 
Awards Ceremony  

By Maša Čater 

On June 22nd, 2026, the Animal Research Tomorrow Society 
conference and award ceremony brought together a vibrant 
mix of science communication and 3Rs-focused research. 
From the opening session, it was clear that the afternoon had 
been designed around a shared theme: how transparency, 
refinement, and public engagement are increasingly shaping 
the future of biomedical science. 

The SciComm block set the tone for reflection on how science 
is communicated beyond the laboratory. In her keynote 
SciComm talk, Maša Čater explored “Science in the Open: 
Trust, Transparency, and the Future of Animal Research 
Communication,” and the growing expectation that openness 
is no longer optional, but foundational. She emphasized that 
maintaining trust in animal research requires more than 
accurate messaging, demanding an ongoing dialogue with 
diverse audiences, from policymakers to students. 
Importantly, she highlighted the challenge of preserving 
scientific rigor while adapting communication to different 
levels of understanding. 

This theme of engagement and accessibility continued with 
the 2025 ART SciComm Award progress report, presented by 
Silvina Diaz. Her work focused on developing outreach tools 
tailored specifically for teenagers, a group often overlooked in 
discussions of animal research. By meeting young audiences 
where they are, her approach illustrated how early 
engagement can help demystify complex ethical and scientific 
topics and foster long-term scientific literacy. 

The SciComm session then turned toward a more reflective 
perspective with the 2026 award segment by Francesca 
Radicioni. In her talk, “500 Days Together – Beyond animal 
experimentation,” she invited the audience to think 
differently about the narratives that surround research 
animals. Rather than viewing experiments as isolated events, 
she emphasized continuity, responsibility, and the ethical 
transitions that extend beyond experimental endpoints. 

After the break, the focus shifted from communication to 
methodological innovation within the 3Rs framework. The 
session was opened by keynote 3Rs speaker Sally Thompson-
Iritani with “The 3Rs Orbit: To Infinity and Beyond.” Her talk 
reframed the 3Rs not as a static regulatory checklist, but as a 
dynamic and expanding system driven by scientific progress  

 

and cultural change in research environments. The metaphor 
of an “orbit” captured the idea of continuous movement and 
evolution rather than fixed boundaries. 

The 2025 ART 3Rs Awardees then presented progress on 
projects aimed at refining experimental approaches and 
reducing animal use. Filipa Antunes shared work on intranasal 
administration as a minimally invasive alternative in stem cell-
based models of Parkinson’s disease, highlighting how route 
of delivery can significantly reduce procedural burden while 
maintaining translational relevance. Ernesto Gulin followed 
with an overview of in vitro strategies for assessing 
developmental and reproductive toxicity, particularly in the 
context of neglected drugs for neglected diseases, an area 
where alternative methods are urgently needed but often 
underdeveloped. 

The afternoon concluded with the 2026 ART 3Rs Awardees, 
each presenting forward-looking approaches that further 
expand the boundaries of non-animal research. Andrew 
Worthy introduced a computational framework for 
quantifying spinal inhibition, strengthening in silico models of 
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motor control by integrating physiological data. Finally, Mohit 
presented an advanced animal-free retinal drug testing 
platform based on long-term human iPSC-derived RPE-retina 
co-cultures, underscoring the increasing sophistication and 
relevance of complex in vitro systems. 

As in previous years, the day unfolded as a conversation 
between the two interconnected domains ART prides itself in 
advancing: science communication and the 3Rs. And the take-
home message was clear: the future of biomedical research 
lies in the use of advanced model systems – animal-based or 
otherwise – in a transparent, responsible, and integrated way. 

 
 
#BOARD26 makes clear that animals and 
other approaches are complementary 

By Helena Pinheiro, EARA 

 
Be Open About Animal Research Day (#BOARD26), an annual 
social media campaign organised by the European Animal 
Research Association, took place on 9 July 2026 with 
unprecedented participation from the global biomedical 
community, who came together to address the 
complementarity between animal research and new approach 
methodologies (NAMs) such as organoids, computational 
models and organs-on-chips. 

More than 300 contributions, from 39 countries, put forward 
a central idea: animal models remain essential to study 
complex processes in living organisms, while NAMs provide 
crucial mechanistic insights. Most research requires the use of 
both approaches — each model is used according to the 
scientific question and animals are not used when there are 
alternatives. By sharing video and written statements, 
interviews, podcast episodes, case studies and infographics, 
which can be consulted on EARA’s website, the biomedical 

community highlighted how they welcome the advancement 
and increasing complexity of NAMs and animal models alike, 
reiterating that, in science, approaches that integrate multiple 
models are the only way to advance scientific progress. The 
campaign defied the inaccurate portrayal of animal research 
being old-fashioned, showcasing the highest level of 
technology applied to studies with both animal and other 
approaches. Participants also underscored the tight oversight 
and regulation that protects animals used in research, and the 
dedication of researchers and staff working with animals to 
uphold the best animal welfare. 

A particularly strong contribution came from the Netherlands, 
a country with a particular focus on the development of NAMs 
and a political landscape that has recently threatened animal 
research funding, namely for primate research. Stichting 
Informatie Dierproeven (SID) and EARA members Radboud 
University and the Biomedical Primate Research Center 
(BPRC), together with other leading Dutch institutions, came 
forward with statements from more than 150 scientists 
opening up about animal research and the ability to use 
various research methods in the development of new 
treatments and medicines. 

Researchers from countries with less developed 
infrastructures, namely from Egypt, Uganda and Nigeria, also 
warned that a phase-out of animal research risks affecting 
countries where there are higher barriers to implementing 
NAMs unequally, reinforcing the importance of global 
collaboration. 

In Portugal and Germany, four institutions organised events to 
celebrate #BOARD26, including open laboratory and animal 
facility visits for students, journalists and healthcare 
professionals, and an event that brought together researchers 
working exclusively with cell culture and computational 
models together with colleagues conducting animal research. 

At a time when NAMs and animal research are often 
portrayed as competing, scientists are ready to openly 
support science and engage with the public to promote 
evidence-based information. The ongoing narrative around 
NAMs has no place in scientific progress. It can negatively 
impact science by decreasing public trust and by limiting 
crucial research, both using animals and NAMs, since 
supporting NAMs solely as replacement tools overlooks many 
of their strengths and potential applications. 

 
 

https://www.eara.eu/projects/board26
https://www.stichtinginformatiedierproeven.nl/onderzoekers-aan-het-woord
https://www.stichtinginformatiedierproeven.nl/onderzoekers-aan-het-woord
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Webinar Alert: ART Talks  

ART is pleased to invite you to its Webinar series, ART Talks, 
featuring recent and future contributions to 3Rs and 
Transparency, and designed to be a hub for meaningful 
dialogue. 

Dr. Ivana Jaric examines Sex as a Biological Variable with the 
title - Beyond the Checkbox: What Sex-Inclusive Research 
Really Requires - which will take place online on September 
2nd, 2026 at 4:00 PM CET. Register here. 

The underrepresentation of female subjects in biomedical 
research led to the Sex as a Biological Variable (SABV) 
initiative, which called for the equal inclusion of both sexes in 
basic and preclinical research. Yet meaningful change remains 
limited, largely due to insufficient training and educational 
resources for researchers.  

In this ART Talk, Dr Ivana Jaric will introduce two key 
frameworks for sex-inclusive research, explaining how and 
why they differ, when each should be applied, and the main 
types of sex differences. Drawing on her own research on 
ovarian hormone status and female-specific vulnerability to 
psychiatric disorders, she will illustrate why animal research 
is—and should remain—essential for understanding sex 
differences, advancing women's health, and ultimately 
translating that knowledge into better medicine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

https://animalresearchtomorrow.org/en/art-talks/art-talks-2026
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