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Goals

Today’s Goals –to provide information and 
answer questions:

– About NIH and the research we support;
– About the information and resources we 

(proactively) share regarding the use of 
animals in research;

– About Freedom of Information Act (FOIA);
– About documents related to animal 

research requested under FOIA



Government	of	the	United	States
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NIH’s	mission	is	to	seek	fundamental	
knowledge about	the	nature	and	behavior	
of	living	systems…

…and	the application	of	that	knowledge		
to	enhance	health,	lengthen	life,	and	
reduce	illness	and	disability.

NIH:	Steward	of	Biomedical	&	
Behavioral	Research	for	the	Nation
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NIH	Extramural	Research

*All figures are estimates.

The Need:  
An office that represents
all 27 ICs with a cohesive
voice, providing the
corporate framework for NIH 
research administration, 
ensuring scientific integrity, 
public accountability, and 
effective stewardship of the 
NIH research grant portfolio. 

The Place:
The Office of Extramural
Research (OER)



Scientific	Integrity

Human Research 
Protections

Animal Welfare 
Assurance and 
Compliance

Research 
Misconduct

Intellectual Property

Financial Conflict of 
Interest
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OER’s 
Leadership

Grants Policy and Procedure 
Development, Implementation, and Oversight



Percent	NIH	Competitive	Research	
Application	By	Fiscal	Year
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Requiring IRB Approval

Requiring IACUC Approval

Requiring Both IRB and IACUC Approval

Neither IRB nor IACUC Approval



Percent	NIH	Competitive	Application	
Funded	By	Fiscal	Year
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Total Percent Funded

Requiring IRB Approval

Requiring IACUC Approval

Requiring Both IRB and 
IACUC Approval
Neither IRB nor IACUC 
Approval



www.nih.gov
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Research	Matters
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NIH	(OER)	Transparency
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.



Grant	Number	Decoded:
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Application 
Type

Activity 
Code

IC 
Code

Support 
year

Extension for 
an amended 
application

R01 01GM1 A1

Serial 
Number

987654

1R01GM987654-01-A1



RePORT
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How	much	did	NIH	
spend	on	a	particular	
disease	or	research	

area?

Annual funding 
for various 
research, 

condition, and 
disease 

categories



RePORTER Query
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RePORTER
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Publications	
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RePORTER
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Abstract	and	Relevance
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Grants.nih.gov	Website
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GRANTS.nih.gov – the home 
base for info on NIH grant 

opportunities, policies, 
processes and awards



Subscribe	to	Receive	the	Weekly	
NIH Guide	Table	of	Contents



Transparency	
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OER	Social	Media	Presence

All	About	Grants

@NIHgrants
@NIHfunding

NIHgrants



Real	Worries!
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http://www.economist.com/news/briefing/21588057-scientists-think-science-self-correcting-alarming-degree-it-not-trouble

Problems:

• Animal models
• Cell lines
• Antibodies
• Poor study design
• Broken culture



Key	Components
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https://grants.nih.gov/reproducibility/index.htm



OLAW
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OLAW	Seminars
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OLAW	Publications	
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Freedom	Of	Information	Act	(FOIA)
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§ The Purpose
§ Open Access to information fosters 

democracy and empowers an informed 
citizenry, i.e. Statutory right for person 
/organization to obtain US government information 

§ Requirements 
§ US Government Agencies make records available 

to Public
§ Affirmatively/Proactively
§ Upon receipt of a written request

§ Signed July 4, 1966 



FOIA
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§ As noted at the signing…

“A democracy works best when the people have all 
the information that the security of the nation 

permits.”

“At the same time, the welfare of the Nation or the 
rights of individuals may require that some 

documents not be made available.”



FOIA	Exemptions
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• Exemption 4
– “Trade secrets and commercial or financial information”

• Exemption 5
– Inter-agency or intra-agency memoranda and incorporates; 

Certain Privileges

• Exemption 6
– Certain information if disclosure would constitute of clearly 

unwarranted invasion of personal privacy” (e.g. personnel 
actions)

• Exemption 7
– Protects certain information in law enforcement files



2017	NIH	FOIA	Data

2017 NIH FOIA Data
….

NCATS 5
NIAID  82
NHLBI 83
NIEHS 86
OER 146
OD 153
NCI 156

Total 1,390
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Contact	Information
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Margaret Snyder, Ph.D.
Office of the Director
Office of Extramural Research
Office of Policy, Analysis and 
Communications
(301) 496-5357

SnyderM@od.NIH.gov


