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Gap between public and scientists



Science

Ethics

Society/Policy



How are studies approved? 

When are animals used? 

How are animals used? 

How are animals cared for? 

What are the laws and regulations? 

What are the compliance mechanisms? 

What type of training is required? 

Science



Opponents actively reach out to the public. 

Common talking points: 

Why do scientists refuse to use alternatives? 

Nothing we learn from mice applies to humans. 

Can you prove an experiment is “scientifically necessary”? 

Rejecting scientific consensus — the “biomedical research industrial 
complex” 
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Assumption: If only they knew the facts, they would agree with us. 
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Why is it Ok to harm animals to advance science and medicine? 

Ethics



Why is it Ok to harm animals to advance science and medicine? 

Some weak answers: 

It is legal, so… 

Well… we eat animals… so…. 

Ethics



A living being is said to have moral status if we are morally 
obliged to give weight to its interests independent of their 
utility to us.   

Both animals and humans may be considered to have interests 
in their well-being, freedom and life and thus to have moral 
status.    

        -- Elizabeth Harman “Moral Status” (the Bible)
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We have two choices -- and only two -- when it comes to the moral status of animals. 

         -- Gary Francione

We must reject the view that moral agents have inherent value in varying degrees.  All 
moral agents are equal in inherent value, if moral agents have inherent value. 

         -- Tom Regan

We have no reason to posit such degrees of moral status, so we can conclude that 
moral status is not a matter of degree, but is rather on/off: a being has moral status or 
lacks it.   

        -- Elizabeth Harman

Ethics



Cartesian
view

Animal rights
view

Animal welfarism
All species have
a basic right to 
life and liberty

They are automata.
We can do whatever

we want.

Ethics

We owe moral
consideration to all living 

beings, but not in equal degree



We (humans) have the unique ability to study and understand Nature, 
including the basic biological principles underlying life and disease 
processes.   

We have the unique ability to store and accumulate knowledge in 
perpetual form, securing benefits to all future generations.   

We have the unique ability to improve well-being of all living creatures 
human and non-human. 

When we are confronted with the incredible suffering caused by 
disease on one hand, and with our ability to challenge such maladies 
on the other, we feel a moral imperative to act.  
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Peter Singer teaches Dario Ringach at Princeton 



Life science & medical students  
should be exposed to the ideas of phisolophers who 

oppose the use of animals for human use 

There has to be a public forum where the public 
can debate these issues…  but where?

Ethics



Ethics



Ethics



Dynamic moral boundaries 
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How do we solve moral disputes?
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Jerry Vlasak, North American ALF Press Office
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