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The BASEL DECLARATION
A call for more trust, transparency and communication in animal research
Adopted in Basel on November 29, 2010

• Signatories from over 60 countries have committed to perform Research involving Animals:

1. Adhering to the Highest Technical and Ethical Standards

2. Strictly Implementing the 3Rs Principles

• In addition they commit  to:

3. Promote Open Access to all Primary Data 

4.Improve Education at all Levels

5.Engage in Open, Transparent and Proactive Communication with the Public, Law Makers, 

Funding Agencies & Animal Welfare Organizations

6.Inform Stakeholders about the continued Necessity of Animal Research for Basic and 

Applied Research

• The Signatories request that their Engagement must be supported by their Host Institutions
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International Conferences



Grimm (2018) Science, doi:10.1126/science.aau5805

International Conferences



Animal Research Tomorrow
The Project Team Rebranding
Iana Buch Alex Klauser & Mike Fung (Roche)
Nuno Franco
Servan Grüninger Website Design
Guiliano Grignaschi Jonas Baumberger (srsly)
Aimée Zuniga
Rolf Zeller



Animal Research Tomorrow

Good  Things remain..

• The Basel Declaration pioneered the world-wide Promotion of Transparent Communication, Ethically 
Responsible Animal Experimentation and the 3Rs in the Life Sciences

• Animal Research Tomorrow is a  Grass-Root NGO distinct from other Organisations

• Members are Academics/Scientists from Different Disciplines that inform transparently and support 
research involving animal experimentation – NOT a lobbying organization for animal testing



Animal Research Tomorrow
New Initiatives.....

• We will be an Independent  Fact-based Source of Scientific Information

• We will develop a Think-Tank engaging with other Disciplines such as Ethics and Philosophy

• Reach-out to Patients and their Organisations 

• Strengthen Interactions with Next Generation Scientists and Leaders (Gen Y-Millennials-Gen Z)



More than Rebranding- it’s a Mission Statement

State-of-the-ART Animal Research is:

An Absolutely Essential Part of both Discovery and Translational Life Science Research

Ethical Responsibility, Best Practise Design and Methodology, Animal Welfare and Empathy
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More than Rebranding- it’s a Mission Statement

State-of-the-ART Animal Research is NOT stand alone but part of:

Holistic Approaches to Discover and Study the Complexity of Organismal Development & Functions 
and the Changes causing Disease

Integrative Systems Research based on Genome-wide, Cellular & In Silico Analysis of Complex 
Biological Processes

Innovation of Complementary/“Alternative” Cellular Approaches such as iPS Cells, Organoids etc
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1. Society and Life Science Research

• Strengthen the Ambassador Network by forming Active Regional Chapters
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1. Society and Life Science Research

• Strengthen the Ambassador Network by forming Active Regional Chapters

• Reach-out to Patient Organizations, Advocacy Groups and Young Scientists

• Use Social Media and Digital Formats for Outreach and Education to Target Groups

• Inform Society about the Moral Obligation of Scientists to conduct Research that 
includes Animals to the Benefit of Human and Animal Patients
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2. Science and Research Practice

• Reduction/Replacement of Animal Research – what is scientifically justifiable and 
what not?
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2. Science and Research Practice

• Reduction/Replacement of Animal Research – what is scientifically justifiable and 
what not?

• Promote Efforts to improve Reproducibility and Validity of Research

• Promote Efforts to Guarantee the Highest Standards of Scientific Quality



Three Pillars of Animal Research Tomorrow

3. Ethics and Philosophy of Animal Research - a Think Tank Project

• Philosophical Basis of Arguments in favor (and against) Animal Research

• What are Philosophically valid Arguments for Animal Research. 



Three Pillars of Animal Research Tomorrow

3. Ethics and Philosophy of Animal Research - a Think Tank Project

• Philosophical Basis of Arguments in favor (and against) Animal Research

• What are Philosophically valid Arguments for Animal Research. 

• A Moral Obligation of Scientists to use Animals -if required- in Discovery and Applied Life 
Science and Biomedical Research. 

• Define an Ethical Decision Framework to assess the Justification of Animal Experimentation.



Thank you
for your attention!



Dr. Nuno Franco (University of Porto)
Board Member  Animal Research  Tomorrow


