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Transparency	  in	  Animal	  Research	  

7	  good	  reasons	  
	  •  EssenCal	  for	  acceptance	  of	  research	  

•  Thank	  your	  funders,	  that	  is	  the	  tax	  payers	  
•  Offer	   sources	   of	   easily	   available	   informaCon	   for	  

poliCcians,	  journalists,	  teachers,	  students/pupils	  
•  Inspire	  criCcal	  thinking	  
•  Oppose	  the	  flow	  of	  bad	  informaCon	  in	  the	  media	  
•  Favor	  scienCfically-‐inspired	  poliCcal	  decisions	  
•  Clarify	  what	  animal	  research	  is	  and	  is	  not	  



Transparency	  in	  Animal	  Research	  
7	  good	  reasons 

1.	  EssenCal	  for	  acceptance	  of	  research	  
	  
A	  taciturn	  and	  invisible	  scienCfic	  community	  will	  

not	  be	  able	  to	  explain	  why	  and	  how	  
experiments	  on	  animals	  are	  necessary	  



Transparency	  in	  Animal	  Research	  
7	  good	  reasons 

2.	  Thank	  the	  tax	  payers	  
InvesCng	   in	   animal	   research	   pays	   good	   returns	  
for	   the	   naConal	   health	   systems,	   and	   we	  
should	  constantly	  remember	  the	  voCng	  public	  
why	  and	  how.	  
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7	  good	  reasons	  
	  

3.	   Offer	   sources	   of	   easily	   available	   informaCon	   for	  
poliCcians,	  journalists,	  teachers,	  students/pupils.	  

	  
Pub	  Med	  Central	  is	  ok,	  but	  let’s	  not	  fool	  ourselves…!	  
This	   informaCon	   is	   not	   understandable	   and	   digesCble	   to	  

the	  public	  
Would	   you	   put	  money	   in	   an	   industry	   that	   does	   share	   its	  

results	  and	  their	  impact	  on	  daily	  life?	  



4.	  Inspire	  criCcal	  thinking	  in	  biology	  and	  medicine	  
	  
Animal	   tesCng	   should	   help	   discouraging	   any	   medical	  

pracCce	   which	   is	   not	   scienCfically	   based	   and	   which	  
cannot	  be	  falsified.	  

	  
The	  STAMINA	  case	  
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5.	  Oppose	  the	  flow	  of	  bad	  informaCon	  
	  
Animal	   research	   is	   o\en	   used	   by	   the	   media	   channels	   to	  

announce	   great	   discoveries	   that	   promise	   to	   cure	   life-‐
threatening	  diseases	  in	  the	  short	  run.	  

	  
The	  case	  of	  neuro-‐imaging	  and	  Time	  magazine	  

(what	  makes	  us	  Good/Evil)	  
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7	  good	  reasons	  
	  

	  
6.	  Favor	  scienCfically-‐inspired	  poliCcal	  decisions	  

The	  STAMINA	  case,	  again!	  
	  
ProhibiCon	  (Dl.vo	  26-‐2014)	  of	  the	  use	  of	  animals	  for:	  	  
•  	   xenotransplantaCons	  
•  	   addicCon	  	  
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7	  good	  reasons	  
	  

7.	  Clarify	  what	  animal	  research	  is	  and	  is	  not	  
	  	  
•  Inspire	  the	  art	  of	  doubt	  
•  Do	  not	  promise	  results	  that	  cannot	  be	  achieved	  
•  Tell	   the	   public	   that	   the	   results	   of	   animal	   research	   are	  

o\en	  controversial	  and	  that	  scienCsts	  o\en	  don’t	  agree	  



 
 A large amount of the easily available 
materials on animal-based research 
comes from opponent to animal research 

	   	   	   	  Who	  are	  they?	  

The	  problem	  



Ingrid	  Newkirk
President	  of	  PETA

“Even	  if	  animal	  tests	  produced	  a	  
cure	  for	  AIDS,	  we’d	  be	  against	  it.”

“There’s	  no	  rational	  basis	  for	  
saying	  that	  a	  human	  being	  has	  
special	  rights.	  	  A	  rat	  is	  a	  pig	  is	  a	  
dog	  is	  a	  boy.	  They’re	  all	  
animals.”

PETA:	  Animal	  rights	  are	  more	  important	  than	  human	  lives.



	   	  A	  (parCal)	  soluCon:	  
Establish	  websites	  focused	  on	  presenCng	  science-‐based	  
informaCon	  about	  science	  including	  research-‐based	  
approaches	  
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Transparency	  in	  Animal	  Research	  
Specialized	  websites	  by	  individuals	  or	  insCtutes	  

• Avantages	  
• very	  specific	  &	  focused	  
• great	   for	   informaCon	   related	   to	   the	   specifics	  
of	  individual	  and	  insCtuConal	  research	  

• Disadvantages	  
•  large	  effort/cost	  
• difficult	  to	  keep	  up-‐to-‐date	  and	  dynamic	  



Specialized	  websites	  
heps://www.dasgehirn.info/	  

 



	  
Specialized	  websites	  
www.basel-‐declara7on.org/	  

	  



NaConal	  websites	  
www.recherche-‐animale.org/	  



	   	  NaConal	  websites	  
www.understandinganimalresearch.org.uk/	  



Specialized	  websites	  
https://protestitalia.wordpress.com/ 



Specialized	  websites	  
hep://hirnforschung.kyb.mpg.de/en/startseite.html	  
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A much more difficult way to transparency 
 

Show what you do in your lab  
 

•  A lab is not a zoo 
•  A lab is not a circus 
•  You have scientific and legal responsibility 

for the animals used in your laboratory 



…my way to transparency         
 

http://www.basel-declaration.org/ 



The costs of transparency 

• Media campaigns  
• Attach to your reputation as scientist 
• Legal initiatives by animal organization with the allegation 
 of maltreatment of animals 
• Inspections by specialize police corps 
• Need of legal defense  
• Need of financial resources to defend yourself 



The costs of transparency 

Minimal architecture for transparency (MAT) 

• Work in full legality 
• Support of your institution (scientific, legal, media) 
• Support of your students 
• Support of the scientific community 
• Be able to address the media 
• Support by national and international organizations interested in 
animal research. 
•  Never act alone 



An important message for all of you 
at this meeting: please recognise 
and support the continuing need for 
medical research using non-human 
primates  

http://www.fens.org/ 


