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“Scientists should be 
allowed to experiment on 
animals like mice if this 
can help sort out human 
health problems” 
 
Eurobarometer  (2010) 

Acceptability of animal research in Portugal 



 
• Most people in Portugal accept animal 

experiments for medical purposes, however:  
 

• Acceptability is lower than EU average 
 

• More people “totally disagree “ than in the UK 
 

• A large percentage have not yet formed an 
opinion, and are vulnerable to influence by AR 
movements 

 
 
 
 

Acceptability of animal research in Portugal 



Dogs and primates are  the main focus of AR propaganda 

Even though neither are used in biomedical research in PT 

You are responsible 

for the torture 
Dismemberment and slow death of 

thousands of dogs, rats and monkeys every 

year. And you aren’t even aware of it. 



Animal rights groups in Portugal 
have not yet been in anyway 
connected with violent acts. 
 
However, their rhetoric is similar to 
all other animal rights activists 
groups:  
 
• “It is torture” 
• “It is driven by profit” 
• “It is scientific fraud” 
• “There are alternatives available” 

How worried should we be, in Portugal? 



“Animal experimentation: violence in the name of science” 

“In Portugal, animal use for experimenting is, actually, an uncontrolled reality.  
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Violent actions in other countries are often praised.  

How worried should we be, in Portugal? 
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14.245 people signed the ECI Stop Vivisection  

How worried should we be, in Portugal? 

But did they know what it was actually about? 



How worried should we be, in Portugal? 

• In Portugal, the most vocal organizations (Associação Animal, 
PAN) against bullfighting and the mistreating of domestic 
animals are also the most inflexible antivivisectionists. 

• They are vague when 
campaigning for animals, putting 
everything in the same bag.  
 

• In the eyes of the public, this 
makes opposition to animal 
research as much worthy a cause 
as the abandonment of 
companion animals. 



• Met with all political parties represented in the Portuguese parliament 
• Main drivers for Resolução da Assembleia da República n.º 96/2010. 

The “Plataforma de Objecção ao Biotério” 

“Petition against construction of large 
animal facility submitted to the parliament” 

“Unfavourable ruling ends centre for breeding of 
laboratory animals in Azambuja” 



The “Plataforma de Objecção ao Biotério” 

“Plataform will help create ethics committees in 
labs using laboratory animals” 



The “Portuguese antivivisectionist society” 

• There is a Portuguese NGO particularly dedicated to opposing 
animal use in education and research: the Sociedade Portuguesa 
para a Educação Humanitária (SPEdh).  
 

o National link for the Jane Goodall Institute 
o Portuguese link for Interniche 
o A few academics and several college students 

oHold the only Portuguese meeting on alternatives 
 

• Several members previously linked with Plataforma de Objecção ao 
Biotério 

• Linked to numerous petitions to stop animal research 
• Proposed the “Declaration of Lisbon”. 
 



“The Declaration of Lisbon” 
Declaration of Lisbon*   
 
On this day of May 8th, a prominent international group of animal researchers, 
veterinarians, ethicists and regulators gathered in Lisbon, Portugal, to evaluate the costs and 
benefits of animal testing. Upon review of the available data on the subject, they decided to 
make the statement below. 
 
''While recognizing that animal testing has long been a traditional component of biomedical 
research, it has become clearly apparent that the returns on investment in animal research 
are increasingly meager. To the extent that this type of research may continue, it is our 
recommendation that it be carried out after giving institutional committees, independent 
expert third party animal ethics committees, funding organizations and relevant regulatory 
authorities evaluating the proposed research (collectively 'The Parties') a more realistic and 
evidence-based estimate of the likely costs and benefits of the proposed protocols. 

Experimental animals should be filmed at all times and The Parties 
should have the option to view any footage they wish, to ensure that the 

proposed or approved research follows authorized and funded protocols, thus maximizing 
animal welfare and societal returns on investment in this research.'' 



Petition for enforcing 
 “The Declaration of Lisbon” 



New Scientist 16 February 2008 

Time to step down from the ‘Ivory Tower´ 



Stepping down from the ‘Ivory Tower´ 

Articles in the press 



Blogging 

Stepping down from the ‘Ivory Tower´ 



Stepping down of the Ivory Tower 

Debates 

Interviews 



Documentary for 
Portuguese Public Television 

School visits to the IBMC 

Stepping down from the ‘Ivory Tower´ 



Stepping down from the ‘Ivory Tower´ 

Public statement on animal research 



Uma aventura Estaminal 

 
J. Ramalho-Santos, I. Araújo, L. 

Almeida, L. Ferreira, C. Cavadas, 
A. Caetano  

Another good example! 



Many researchers and most private and public research 
centres have a non-disclosure approach on the topic. 
 
Animal rights groups are few, but resourceful and have 
access to the public, the media and decision makers.  
 
There is neither a Portuguese Society for the 3Rs nor a 
scientific society for animal welfare in Portugal, so activists 
groups have taken the “vacancy”.  
 
There has been little to no dialogue between scientists, the 
public and animal advocacy groups. 

In short, the bad news is … 



Animal rights advocates in Portugal are peaceful and 
law abiding. 
 
Animal rights terrorism is inexistent in Portugal (and 
chances are it will continue to be so).  
 
 
There is an opportunity to reach out to moderate 
groups and establish dialogue and cooperation 
 
We have the time, the means and the opportunity to 
educate the public on the benefits of research. 
 

However, the good news is … 



The i3S – Our new home! 

THANK YOU FOR LISTENING 



Update! 

Right after the Congress in Rome, on October 4th, the PAN (Pessoas-Animais-
Natureza) elected a member of parliament,  in Portugal.  
 
The PAN utterly opposes animal experimentation and proposes the adoption 
of the Declaration of Lisbon.  
 
Given the proximity between the winner and the runner-up, the PAN could 
be instrumental in defining which parties will form a government, potentially 
giving them some leverage.  


