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Set	
  up	
  in	
  2002	
  a/er	
  things	
  went	
  very	
  wrong:	
  
-­‐ 	
  MMR	
  &	
  au;sm	
  

-­‐ 	
  GM	
  crops	
  

-­‐ 	
  BSE	
  
-­‐ 	
  Animal	
  research	
  





Vision	
  

	
  
	
  
Mission	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
Values	
  

Policy	
  decisions	
  and	
  public	
  debate	
  informed	
  by	
  
accurate,	
  evidence-­‐based	
  scien7fic	
  informa7on	
  in	
  
the	
  news	
  media	
  
	
  
To	
  make	
  it	
  easier	
  for	
  journalists	
  to	
  access	
  the	
  
best	
  science	
  when	
  stories	
  hit	
  the	
  headlines	
  and	
  
to	
  ensure	
  that	
  more	
  scien7sts	
  engage	
  with	
  the	
  
media	
  when	
  stories	
  hit	
  the	
  headlines	
  
	
  
Reliable,	
  fast,	
  accurate,	
  authorita7ve,	
  	
  
independent,	
  media	
  savvy	
  

AIMS	
  



SMC Philosophy 
 
" We’ll get the media to ‘DO’ science better when 
scientists ‘DO’ media better " 

 



1.   The	
  Bad	
  Old	
  Days	
  	
  
	
  Reac;ng	
  to	
  animal	
  extremism	
  

1980s	
  –	
  1990s	
  

Animal research in the UK media 



-­‐  Almost	
  every	
  story	
  is	
  on	
  extremism	
  

-­‐  Only	
  a	
  handful	
  of	
  scien;sts	
  prepared	
  to	
  speak	
  
out	
  

-­‐  Animal	
  research	
  covered	
  by	
  general	
  and	
  
poli;cal	
  reporters	
  

-­‐  Funders	
  and	
  government	
  stay	
  quiet	
  



1997	
   	
  	
   (July)	
  Consort	
  Kennels	
  in	
  Hereford,	
  a	
  
laboratory	
  beagle	
  breeder,	
  closes	
  aGer	
  a	
  
10-­‐month	
  animal	
  rights	
  campaign	
  including	
  
the	
  theG	
  of	
  26	
  beagles.	
  	
  

	
  	
  

1999	
   	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  

(August)	
  Hillgrove	
  Farm	
  in	
  Oxfordshire,	
  the	
  
UK's	
  only	
  commercial	
  breeder	
  of	
  
laboratory	
  cats,	
  closes	
  aGer	
  a	
  violent	
  three	
  
year	
  campaign.	
  

	
  	
  

2004	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  

(Jan)	
  Cambridge	
  University	
  abandons	
  plan	
  
for	
  new	
  primate	
  laboratory	
  aGer	
  intense	
  
campaigning.	
  
(Oct)	
  Darley	
  Oaks	
  Farm	
  in	
  Staffordshire	
  
closes	
  its	
  guinea	
  pig	
  breeding	
  business	
  aGer	
  
a	
  violent	
  six-­‐year	
  campaign	
  including	
  
digging	
  up	
  the	
  grave	
  of	
  Gladys	
  Hammond,	
  
the	
  owners’	
  mother-­‐in-­‐law,	
  sparking	
  
widespread	
  outrage.	
  	
  

Legisla;ve,	
  judicial	
  &	
  
governmental	
  ac;on 

Animal	
  ac;vist	
  /	
  extremist	
  ac;vity Science	
  &	
  medical	
  
community	
  ac;on 





2.   The	
  Brave	
  New	
  World	
  
	
  Moving	
  on,	
  being	
  proac;ve	
  
	
  and	
  normalising	
  animal	
  research	
  

2005	
  –	
  2010	
  	
  



-­‐  Extremists	
  are	
  locked	
  up	
  

-­‐  Government	
  backs	
  scien;sts	
  

-­‐  Funders	
  become	
  more	
  vocal	
  

-­‐  More	
  scien;sts	
  willing	
  to	
  speak	
  out	
  

-­‐  No	
  evidence	
  that	
  speaking	
  out	
  leads	
  to	
  being	
  targeted	
  

-­‐  Public	
  support	
  remains	
  steady	
  

-­‐  Animal	
  research	
  stories	
  covered	
  by	
  science	
  specialists	
  

-­‐  Risk	
  of	
  nega;ve	
  coverage	
  minimal	
  

-­‐  Almost	
  all	
  stories	
  posi;ve	
  –	
  especially	
  proac;ve	
  ones	
  



2005	
   (April)	
  Serious	
  Organised	
  Crime	
  
and	
  Police	
  Act	
  2005	
  aims	
  to	
  
tackle	
  animal	
  extremism	
  
including	
  introducing	
  a	
  new	
  
“economic	
  damage”	
  offence.	
  
(Nov)	
  Work	
  re-­‐starts	
  on	
  
University	
  of	
  Oxford	
  lab	
  following	
  
an	
  injunc7on	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  
constructor	
  and	
  supply	
  chain	
  are	
  
not	
  iden7fied.	
  

	
   	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  
(May)	
  Nuffield	
  Council	
  on	
  
Bioethics	
  report	
  supports	
  use	
  of	
  
animals	
  in	
  research,	
  while	
  calling	
  
for	
  more	
  focus	
  on	
  finding	
  
alterna7ves	
  and	
  more	
  
transparency. 

2006	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
   

	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  
(May)	
  Three	
  extremists	
  given	
  12	
  
year	
  prison	
  sentences	
  for	
  
blackmail	
  in	
  connec7on	
  with	
  the	
  
grave	
  robbery	
  of	
  Gladys	
  
Hammond. 

	
   (Feb)	
  Pro-­‐Test	
  campaign	
  formed	
  
in	
  Oxford	
  in	
  favour	
  of	
  con7nued	
  
animal	
  tes7ng.	
  
(April) 	
  People’s	
  Pe77on	
  
signed	
  by	
  20,000+	
  signatories,	
  
including	
  Tony	
  Blair,	
  in	
  support	
  
of	
  medical	
  research.	
  
	
   

Legisla;ve,	
  judicial	
  &	
  
governmental	
  ac;on 

Animal	
  ac;vist	
  /	
  
extremist	
  ac;vity 

Science	
  &	
  medical	
  community	
  
ac;on 



Seizing	
  the	
  agenda	
  

	
  

SMC	
  pioneered	
  a	
  more	
  
proac;ve	
  approach	
  



e.g. the publication of annual statistics on use of 
animals in research by government 

•  Stats were placed on government website with no 
media strategy 

•  Animal rights activists took them straight away, 
spinning them to their favourite journalists 

•  Scientific community was forced into responsive mode 

•  SMC turned this around completely 



27th	
  July	
  	
  

Annual	
  Home	
  Office	
  sta;s;cs	
  on	
  animal	
  
research	
  
	
  News	
  Briefing	
  



 
Science	
  Media	
  Centre	
  News	
  Briefing	
  

	
  
What?	
  Animals	
  Scien7fic	
  Procedures	
  Inspectorate:	
  Annual	
  Report	
  	
  

and	
  Sta7s7cal	
  Report	
  
When?	
  11.00am	
  Tuesday	
  27	
  July	
  	
  

Where?	
  The	
  Science	
  Media	
  Centre,	
  19	
  Albemarle	
  Street,	
  W1S	
  4BS	
  
	
  

As	
  is	
  now	
  common	
  prac7se	
  the	
  SMC	
  has	
  invited	
  the	
  Home	
  Office	
  to	
  announce	
  the	
  numbers	
  of	
  animals	
  used	
  	
  in	
  research	
  in	
  2009	
  and	
  to	
  publish	
  their	
  
inspec7on	
  report	
  at	
  the	
  Centre.	
  	
  As	
  usual	
  we	
  have	
  invited	
  some	
  leading	
  scien7sts	
  who	
  use	
  animals	
  in	
  	
  their	
  research	
  to	
  react	
  to	
  the	
  figures	
  and	
  put	
  them	
  
into	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  scien7fic	
  developments.	
  
	
  
Two	
  reports	
  are	
  being	
  released:	
  
ASPI&D	
  Annual	
  Report	
  2009:	
  describes	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  the	
  Animals	
  Scien7fic	
  Procedures	
  Inspectorate	
  and	
  Division	
  during	
  2009,	
  covering	
  all	
  licensing	
  ac7vity	
  
under	
  ASPA	
  and	
  policy	
  development	
  in	
  the	
  area	
  of	
  animal	
  research.	
  
	
  	
  
Annual	
  Sta;s;cs	
  2009:	
  contains	
  the	
  latest	
  sta7s7cs	
  on	
  animal	
  research	
  in	
  Great	
  Britain	
  for	
  the	
  year	
  2009,	
  published	
  by	
  the	
  Office	
  for	
  Na7onal	
  Sta7s7cs.	
  
	
  
Speakers	
  include:	
  
	
  
Dr	
  Judy	
  MacArthur	
  Clark,	
  CBE,	
  MRCVS.	
  Chief	
  Inspector,	
  Animals	
  Scien7fic	
  Procedures	
  Inspectorate	
  
	
  
Professor	
  Allan	
  Bradley,	
  Director	
  Emeritus,	
  Sanger	
  Centre	
  
	
  
Professor	
  Robin	
  Lovell	
  Badge,	
  Medical	
  Research	
  Council	
  
	
  
Jon	
  Richmond,	
  Home	
  Office	
  



Briefing	
  abendees	
  

Tom	
  Feilden	
   BBC	
  Today	
  
David	
  Derbyshire	
   Mail	
  
Mike	
  Swain	
   Mirror	
  
John	
  von	
  Radowitz	
   PA	
  
Steve	
  Connor	
   Independent	
  
Pallab	
  Gosh	
   BBC	
  
Alok	
  Jha	
   Guardian	
  
Alison	
  Goddard	
   Economist	
  



Independent	
  



Independent	
  



Mirror	
  

Telegraph	
  



4 April 2006 

Measuring suffering in animal 
research 
Press Briefing 



Science	
  Media	
  Centre	
  Briefing	
  
	
  

What?	
  Launch	
  of	
  new	
  report	
  on	
  animal	
  suffering	
  
	
  

When?	
  10.00am,	
  Tuesday	
  4	
  April	
  2006	
  
	
  

Where?	
  Science	
  Media	
  Centre,	
  19	
  Albemarle	
  Street,	
  W1S	
  4BS	
  
	
  

Both	
  the	
  Nuffield	
  Founda7on	
  and	
  the	
  House	
  of	
  Lords	
  select	
  commigee	
  on	
  animal	
  research	
  called	
  for	
  a	
  new	
  
system	
  of	
  measuring	
  suffering	
  in	
  animal	
  research.	
  	
  Cri7cs	
  of	
  the	
  current	
  system	
  point	
  out	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  too	
  
generalised,	
  and	
  because	
  it’s	
  prospec7ve	
  rather	
  than	
  retrospec7ve	
  provides	
  no	
  indica7on	
  of	
  the	
  actual	
  
experience	
  for	
  the	
  animals	
  used.	
  
	
  
As	
  a	
  result	
  the	
  Home	
  Office	
  asked	
  the	
  Animal	
  Procedures	
  Commigee	
  and	
  the	
  Laboratory	
  Animal	
  Science	
  
Associa7on	
  (LASA)	
  to	
  consider	
  the	
  possibility	
  of	
  designing	
  a	
  new	
  system	
  for	
  measuring	
  and	
  repor7ng	
  the	
  level	
  of	
  
suffering	
  experience	
  by	
  animals	
  during	
  scien7fic	
  procedures.	
  	
  This	
  report,	
  which	
  includes	
  the	
  results	
  of	
  a	
  pilot	
  
using	
  the	
  proposed	
  new	
  system,	
  will	
  be	
  published	
  at	
  a	
  briefing	
  at	
  the	
  Science	
  Media	
  Centre.	
  
	
  
Speakers	
  include:	
  

	
  Dr	
  David	
  Smith	
  -­‐	
  Toxicologist	
  and	
  president	
  of	
  LASA	
  
	
  Dr	
  Dominic	
  Wells	
  -­‐	
  Imperial	
  College	
  Faculty	
  of	
  Medicine	
  
	
  Sara	
  Nathan	
  -­‐	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Animal	
  Procedures	
  Commigee	
   	
  	
  



 

Animals’ new deal - The Times 
 

Animal suffering in experiments should be revealed, say 
advisers - The Guardian 
 

New way to assess animal suffering - Daily Telegraph 
 

Rules on animal tests may face big changes                - 
Financial Times 
 

Animal-research reporting set for shift: British system 
could offer more accurate reporting of animal suffering - 
Nature 

Coverage	
  





2nd	
  June	
  2006	
  

Launch	
  of	
  MRC	
  /	
  Wellcome	
  Trust	
  publica;on	
  
on	
  primate	
  research	
  
News	
  Briefing	
  



Science	
  Media	
  Centre	
  News	
  Briefing	
  
What?	
  Leading	
  scien;sts	
  speak	
  out	
  on	
  primate	
  research	
  

When?	
  Friday	
  2	
  June	
  2006	
  at	
  10am	
  
Where?	
  Science	
  Media	
  Centre,	
  19	
  Albemarle	
  street,	
  W1S	
  4BS	
  

	
  

The	
  briefing	
  is	
  being	
  held	
  to	
  coincide	
  with	
  the	
  launch	
  of	
  a	
  new	
  booklet	
  published	
  by	
  Wellcome	
  and	
  MRC	
  which	
  is	
  
aimed	
  exclusively	
  at	
  providing	
  the	
  public	
  with	
  an	
  accurate	
  insight	
  into	
  why	
  and	
  how	
  primates	
  are	
  used	
  in	
  medical	
  
research.	
  	
  Taking	
  place	
  as	
  it	
  does	
  on	
  the	
  eve	
  of	
  the	
  second	
  Pro-­‐test	
  march	
  in	
  Oxford,	
  it	
  signals	
  a	
  change	
  in	
  the	
  
climate	
  in	
  the	
  public	
  debate.	
  
	
  

Two	
  years	
  ago	
  when	
  the	
  Science	
  Media	
  Centre	
  ran	
  a	
  briefing	
  on	
  primate	
  research	
  it	
  was	
  off	
  camera	
  and	
  off	
  the	
  
record	
  –	
  as	
  requested	
  by	
  the	
  researchers	
  and	
  their	
  ins7tu7ons.	
  	
  How	
  different	
  to	
  this	
  briefing	
  where	
  leading	
  
scien7sts	
  will	
  talk	
  about	
  their	
  research	
  on	
  primates	
  while	
  supported	
  by	
  	
  two	
  of	
  	
  the	
  UK’s	
  major	
  funders	
  of	
  medical	
  
research	
  –	
  the	
  Wellcome	
  Trust	
  and	
  the	
  Medical	
  Research	
  Council.	
  
	
  

Speakers	
  include:	
  
Professor	
  Colin	
  Blakemore	
  -­‐	
  Chief	
  Execu7ve	
  of	
  the	
  Medical	
  Research	
  Council	
  
Professor	
  Mark	
  Walport	
  	
  -­‐	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  Wellcome	
  Trust	
  
Professor	
  Tipu	
  Aziz	
  -­‐	
  Consultant	
  Neurosurgeon,	
  Oxford	
  University	
  
Professor	
  Roger	
  Lemon	
  -­‐	
  	
  Ins7tute	
  Of	
  Neurology,	
  University	
  College	
  London	
  
Dr	
  Mark	
  Baxter	
  -­‐	
  Wellcome	
  Trust	
  Senior	
  Research	
  Fellow,	
  University	
  of	
  Oxford	
  
	
  



Pallab	
  Ghosh	
   BBC	
  News	
  
Tom	
  Feilden	
   BBC	
  Radio	
  4	
  Today	
  Programme	
  
Nic	
  Fleming	
   Daily	
  Telegraph	
  
Mark	
  Henderson	
   The	
  Times	
  
Clive	
  Cookson	
   Financial	
  Times	
  
Andy	
  Coghlan	
   New	
  Scien7st	
  
Mike	
  Hopkin	
   News@Nature	
  
Caroline	
  Gammell	
   Press	
  Associa7on	
  

Briefing	
  abendees	
  



Press	
  Associa7on	
  
BBC	
  Breakfast	
  News	
  
BBC	
  Today	
  Programme	
  
BBC	
  News	
  Online	
  
Daily	
  Telegraph	
  
Financial	
  Times	
  
Independent	
  
The	
  Times	
  
Daily	
  Mail	
  
The	
  Guardian	
  

Coverage	
  



Telegraph	
  



Financial	
  Times	
  



11 December 2007 

Better regulation of animal research 
Press Briefing 



Science	
  Media	
  Centre	
  News	
  Briefing	
  
	
  

What?	
  The	
  need	
  for	
  beber	
  regula;on	
  of	
  animal	
  research	
  
	
  

When?	
  10.30am,	
  Tuesday	
  11	
  December	
  2007	
  
	
  

Where?	
  Science	
  Media	
  Centre,	
  19	
  Albemarle	
  Street,	
  W1S	
  4BS	
  
	
  

Scien7sts	
  making	
  the	
  case	
  for	
  animal	
  research	
  have	
  proudly	
  argued	
  that	
  the	
  laws	
  governing	
  animal	
  experiments	
  
in	
  the	
  UK	
  are	
  the	
  best	
  in	
  the	
  world.	
  But	
  many	
  leading	
  scien7sts	
  -­‐	
  most	
  recently	
  Lord	
  Winston	
  -­‐	
  have	
  voiced	
  
concerns	
  that	
  the	
  regulatory	
  system	
  has	
  become	
  overly	
  bureaucra7c	
  and	
  threatens	
  to	
  undermine	
  scien7fic	
  
research.	
  The	
  Government	
  has	
  pledged,	
  amongst	
  other	
  things,	
  to	
  reduce	
  the	
  level	
  of	
  detail	
  in	
  project	
  licence	
  
applica7ons	
  by	
  at	
  least	
  25%	
  by	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  2007	
  (without	
  undermining	
  animal	
  welfare).	
  As	
  this	
  deadline	
  
approaches,	
  the	
  Science	
  Media	
  Centre	
  has	
  invited	
  leading	
  scien7sts	
  into	
  the	
  centre	
  to	
  brief	
  you	
  on	
  the	
  problems	
  
they	
  have	
  encountered,	
  and	
  why	
  they	
  are	
  asking	
  for	
  changes	
  to	
  the	
  regula7ons.	
  The	
  scien7sts	
  will	
  explain	
  why	
  
they	
  believe	
  beger	
  regula7on	
  will	
  make	
  for	
  beger	
  scien7fic	
  research	
  and	
  improved	
  animal	
  welfare.	
  
	
  
Speakers	
  include:	
  	
  

	
  Professor	
  Max	
  Headley	
  –	
  Bristol	
  University	
  	
  
	
  Professor	
  Clive	
  Page	
  –	
  Kings	
  College	
  	
  
	
  Professor	
  Dominic	
  Wells	
  –	
  Imperial	
  College	
  	
  
	
  Roger	
  Walker	
  –	
  Ins7tute	
  of	
  Neurology	
   	
  	
  



Mark	
  Henderson 	
   	
  The	
  Times 	
  	
  
David	
  Derbyshire 	
   	
  Daily	
  Mail 	
  	
  
Roger	
  Highfield 	
   	
  Telegraph 	
  	
  
Alok	
  Jha 	
   	
   	
  Guardian	
  	
  
Clive	
  Cookson 	
   	
  FT 	
  	
  
Mike	
  Swain 	
   	
  Mirror 	
  	
  
Tom	
  Feilden 	
   	
  BBC	
  Radio	
  4	
  Today	
  

Abendees	
  







Pro-­‐ac;ve	
  communica;on	
  
to	
  media	
  	
  

=	
  	
  

more	
  accurate	
  and	
  
measured	
  coverage	
  



How	
  the	
  future	
  should	
  look	
  

	
  

2010	
  	
  	
  	
  



29 September 2012 

Leicester opens new animals lab 
Feature 



“Medical	
  research	
  done	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Leicester	
  involving	
  animals	
  has	
  a	
  direct	
  
rela+onship	
  with	
  the	
  treatment	
  of	
  pa+ents	
  in	
  hospitals	
  locally	
  and	
  beyond.”	
  

“The	
  opening	
  of	
  this	
  new	
  facility	
  shows	
  the	
  University’s	
  con+nued	
  commitment	
  to	
  
breaking	
  new	
  ground.	
  This	
  is	
  something	
  that	
  the	
  whole	
  city	
  can	
  take	
  pride	
  in.”	
  	
  



Today	
  programme	
  





Normalising	
  animal	
  research	
  as	
  part	
  
of	
  the	
  story	
  of	
  science	
  



12	
  September	
  2012	
  

Making	
  deaf	
  gerbils	
  hear	
  
News	
  Briefing	
  	
  



Science	
  Media	
  Centre	
  news	
  briefing 
UNDER	
  EMBARGO	
  UNTIL	
  6pm	
  UK	
  TIME	
  WEDNESDAY	
  12	
  SEPTEMBER	
  2012 

	
   
What?	
  	
  Making	
  deaf	
  gerbils	
  hear 

	
   

When?	
  	
  	
  10.30am	
  Wednesday	
  12	
  September	
  2012 
	
   

Where?	
  	
  	
  The	
  Wellcome	
  Trust,	
  215	
  Euston	
  Road,	
  NW1	
  2BE 

	
   
Researchers	
  have	
  taken	
  adult	
  gerbils,	
  made	
  them	
  deaf	
  and	
  then	
  agempted	
  to	
  restore	
  their	
  hearing	
  ability	
  using	
  
human	
  embryonic	
  stem	
  cells.	
   
	
   
Dr	
  Marcelo	
  Rivolta,	
  Senior	
  Research	
  Fellow,	
  Centre	
  for	
  Stem	
  Cell	
  Biology,	
  University	
  of	
  Sheffield	
   
Prof	
  Walter	
  Marcol,	
  Professor	
  of	
  Biomedical	
  Science	
  and	
  Royal	
  Society	
  Research	
  Fellow,	
  University	
  of	
  Sheffield	
   



Briefing	
  abendees	
  

Ian	
  Sample	
   Guardian	
  
Nick	
  Collins	
   Telegraph	
  
James	
  Gallagher	
   BBC	
  
Charlie	
  Cooper	
   Independent	
  
Gabrielle	
  Nash	
   ITN	
  
Lawrence	
  McGinty	
   ITN	
  
John	
  Parrington	
   Times	
  (BA	
  Media	
  Fellow)	
  
John	
  von	
  Radowitz	
   Press	
  Associa7on	
  
Ben	
  Hirschler	
   Reuters	
  
Tom	
  Feilden	
   BBC	
  Radio	
  4	
  Today	
  Programme	
  
Andy	
  Coghlan	
   New	
  Scien7st	
  
Maki	
  Kitamura	
   Bloomberg	
  
Ling	
  Ge	
   Financial	
  Times	
  (BA	
  Media	
  Fellow)	
  
Fergus	
  Walsh	
   BBC	
  



Independent	
  



BBC	
  Online	
  



Telegraph	
  



Daily	
  Mail	
  



Even	
  nega;ve	
  stories	
  can	
  be	
  
turned	
  around	
  by	
  engaging	
  the	
  media	
  



21 June 2011 

Animal Aid campaign 
Roundup 







(Editorial)	
  
Independent	
  	
  



July 2011 

Harlan BUAV infiltration 



- Facility told about infiltration by Sunday paper 
on Friday 

- Asked for a 1 week delay 

- Invited journalist + photographer into facility 

- Journalist met scientists, looked for 
themselves 





June 2014 

Cambridge BUAV infiltration 



Scien+st	
  and	
  pa+ent	
  views	
  	
  

University	
  of	
  
Cambridge	
  
statement	
  	
  



In peace time…. 

-  Taking the media into animal 
facilities brings great 
coverage 

-  Balances coverage from 
BUAV infiltrations 



13 October 2013 

Robin McKie at King’s College London 
Feature 





15 March 2014 

Tom Whipple at Harlan breeders 
Feature 



Times	
  



28 January 2014 

Fergus Walsh at Oxford University 
Feature 



BBC	
  News	
  at	
  10	
  



15 September 2015 

The Sun at Harlan breeders 
Feature 





-­‐  Media	
  climate	
  for	
  animal	
  research	
  has	
  	
  
been	
  completely	
  transformed	
  
	
  

-­‐  Never	
  been	
  a	
  beber	
  ;me	
  to	
  be	
  open	
  	
  
about	
  animal	
  research	
  
	
  

-­‐  Now	
  reputa;onal	
  risk	
  comes	
  from	
  hiding	
  	
  
research	
  or	
  hampering	
  medical	
  science	
  

	
  



14	
  May	
  2014	
  

Concordat	
  on	
  Openness	
  on	
  Animal	
  
Research	
  
News	
  Briefing	
  and	
  Roundup	
  



Science	
  Media	
  Centre	
  news	
  briefing 
UNDER	
  EMBARGO	
  UNTIL	
  00.01	
  UK	
  TIME	
  WEDNESDAY	
  14th	
  MAY	
  2014 

	
   
What?	
  Concordat	
  on	
  Openness	
  on	
  Animal	
  Research	
  	
  

	
  

When?	
  10.30am	
  Tuesday	
  13th	
  May	
  
	
  	
  

Where?	
  	
  	
  The	
  Wellcome	
  Trust,	
  215	
  Euston	
  Road,	
  NW1	
  2BE 
	
   

The	
  scien7fic	
  community	
  has	
  spent	
  many	
  years	
  being	
  afraid	
  to	
  talk	
  about	
  animal	
  research	
  for	
  fear	
  of	
  becoming	
  the	
  target	
  of	
  animal	
  rights	
  extremism.	
  
Following	
  the	
  con7nued	
  championing	
  of	
  a	
  few	
  brave	
  excep7ons	
  and	
  recognising	
  the	
  need	
  to	
  engage	
  with	
  the	
  public	
  on	
  this	
  vital	
  aspect	
  of	
  scien7fic	
  
work,	
  the	
  community	
  decided	
  something	
  needed	
  to	
  change.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  October	
  2012	
  over	
  40	
  bioscience	
  organisa7ons	
  declared	
  that	
  they	
  would	
  commit	
  to	
  a	
  Concordat	
  on	
  Openness.	
  Since	
  that	
  date	
  they	
  have	
  been	
  
seeking	
  the	
  opinions	
  of	
  the	
  public,	
  the	
  scien7fic	
  community	
  and	
  journalists	
  as	
  to	
  what	
  steps	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  taken	
  and	
  what	
  others	
  feel	
  openness	
  means.	
  
	
  	
  
Speakers	
  include:	
  
 
Dr	
  Jeremy	
  Farrar,	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  Wellcome	
  Trust	
  
Simon	
  Gillespie,	
  Chief	
  Execu7ve,	
  Bri7sh	
  Heart	
  Founda7on	
  
Wendy	
  Jarreb,	
  Chief	
  Execu7ve,	
  Understanding	
  Animal	
  Research	
  
Dr	
  Louise	
  Leong,	
  Director	
  of	
  Research	
  and	
  Development	
  Policy,	
  ABPI	
  	
  	
  
Prof	
  Nic	
  Wells,	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Society	
  of	
  Biology’s	
  Animal	
  Science	
  Group	
  and	
  Professor	
  in	
  Transla7onal	
  Medicine,	
  Royal	
  Veterinary	
  College	
  
Prof	
  Sir	
  John	
  Savill,	
  Chief	
  Execu7ve,	
  Medical	
  Research	
  Council	
  (MRC)	
  
Geoff	
  Wabs,	
  Broadcaster,	
  Chair	
  of	
  Concordat	
  Steering	
  Group	
  



Briefing	
  abendees	
  

Kate	
  Kelland Reuters 
Fiona	
  MacRae Daily	
  Mail 
Tom	
  Feilden BBC	
  Today 
Daniel	
  Cressey Nature 
Hannah	
  Devlin Times 
John	
  von	
  Radowitz PA 
Mar7n	
  Bagot Daily	
  Mirror 
Ingrid	
  Torjesen BMJ 



Guardian	
  





Peer	
  Review	
   Risk	
  Animal	
  Research	
   Uncertainty	
   Top	
  Tips	
  



	
  

020	
  7611	
  8300	
  
	
  

smc@sciencemediacentre.org	
  
	
  

www.sciencemediacentre.org	
  


